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LESSON 1—LIVE FOR GOD

Word Seed: So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him—Colossians 2:6 (NIV).

Word Truth: You are to live for God every day by doing things His way.

WORD STORY

Bible Text: Acts 19:11-20.

This is Lesson 1 on Live For God in the Living
For God curriculum. The Word Truth is that
you are to live for God every day by doing
things His way.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about how what
happened to the seven sons of Sceva caused
believers to turn to God and start living for
Him.

Paul was in Ephesus preaching the good news
about Jesus and teaching people the Word
of God. God used Paul to do some very
special miracles. Some people carried away
handkerchiefs and clothes that Paul had
used and put them on those who were sick.
The sick people were healed, and evil spirits
left them.

Some Jews also were traveling around
forcing evil spirits out of people. The seven
sons of Sceva were doing this. They tried to
use the name of the Lord Jesus to make the
evil spirits go out of people. They all said,
"By the same Jesus that Paul talks about, I
order you to come out!”

But one time an evil spirit said to the seven
sons of Sceva, "I know Jesus, and T know
about Paul, but who are you?" Then the man
who had the evil spirit inside him jumped on
them. He was much stronger than all of
them. He beat them up and tore their
clothes off. They all ran away from that
house.

All the people in Ephesus, Jews and Greeks,
learned about this. They were all afraid and
gave great honor to the Lord Jesus. Many
of the believers began to confess, telling
about all the evil things they had

done. Some of them had used magic. These
believers brought their magic books and
burned them before everyone. These books
were worth about 50,000 silver coins. As a
result of this, the Word of the Lord spread
in a powerful way, causing more and more
people to believe.
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LESSON 2—CHILD OF Gob

Word Seed: But to all who did accept Him and believe in Him He gave the right to

become children of God—John 1:12 (NCV).

Word Truth: You must know that you are a child of God.

WORD STORY

Bible Text: Matthew 3:13 - 4:11.

This is Lesson 2 on Child Of God in the
Living For God curriculum. The Word Truth

is that you must know that you are a child of
God.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about Jesus' baptism
and how the devil tempted Jesus in the
desert.

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan
River. He came to John the Baptist, wanting
John to baptize Him. But John tried to stop
Him. John said, "Why do You come to me to
be baptized? I should be baptized by Youl"

Jesus answered, "Let it be this way for now.
We should do whatever God says is right.”
Then John agreed.

So Jesus was baptized. As soon as He came
up out of the water, the sky opened, and He
saw the Holy Spirit coming down on Him like
a dove. God's voice from heaven said, "This
is My Son, the One I love. I am very pleased
with Him."

Then the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the
desert. He was taken there to be tempted
by the devil. Jesus ate nothing for 40 days
and nights. After this, He was very

hungry. The devil came to Him and said, "If

You are the Son of God, tell these rocks to
become bread.”

Jesus answered him, "The Word of God say,
'Tt is not just bread that keeps people alive.
Their lives depend on what God says.™

Then the devil led Jesus to the city of
Jerusalem and put Him on a high place at
the edge of the Temple area. He said to
Jesus, "If You are the Son of God, jump
off, because the Word of God say, '‘God will
command His angels to help You, and their
hands will catch You, so that You will not hit
Your foot on a rock.”

Jesus answered, "The Word of God also say,
'You must not test the Lord your God.™

Then the devil led Jesus to the top of a
very high mountain and showed Him all the
kingdoms of the world and all the wonderful
things in them. The devil said, "If You will
bow down and worship me, I will give You all
these things."

Jesus said o him, "Get away from Me,
Satan! The Word of God say, 'You must
worship the Lord your God. Serve only Him

Illl

So the devil left Him. Then some angels
came to Jesus and helped Him.
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LESSON 3—HOLY SPIRIT

Word Seed: Then I will ask the Father to send you the Holy Spirit who will help you

and always be with you—John 14:16 (CEV).

Word Truth: The Holy Spirit will help you to do things God's way.

WORD STORY

Bible Text: John 14:16-17; Acts 2:1-14, 40-47.

This is Lesson 3 on Holy Spirit in the Living
For God curriculum. The Word Truth is that
the Holy Spirit will help you to do things
God's way.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about what happened
when the Holy Spirit Who Jesus promised
His followers came upon them on the day of
Pentecost.

When Jesus was about to die, He promised
His followers that the Holy Spirit would be
sent to help them.

When the day of Pentecost came, the
believers were all together in one

place. Suddenly a noise, like a strong wind
blowing, came from heaven and filled the
whole house where they were sitting. They
saw something that looked like flames of
fire. The flames were separated and stood
over each person there. They were all filled
with the Holy Spirit, and they began to
speak different languages. The Holy Spirit
was giving them the power to do this.

A large crowd came together because they
heard the noise. They were surprised
because, as the believers were speaking,
everyone heard in their own language.

The people thought believers who were
from Galilee could speak only their own
language. The people were all amazed and
confused. Then Peter stood up with the
other eleven apostles (these were the men
whom Jesus chose to represent Him in a
special way). With the help of the Holy
Spirit, Peter told the people the Good News
about Jesus. On that day about 3000 people
believed in Jesus to be saved from their
sins to live for God and were added to the
group of believers.

The believers spent their time listening to
the teaching of the apostles. Many wonders
and miraculous signs were happening
through the apostles, and everyone felt
great respect for God. All the believers
stayed together and shared

everything. They sold their land and the
things they owned. Then they divided the
money and gave it to those who needed

it. They also ate together in their homes.
They were happy to share their food and
ate with joyful hearts. The believers
praised God and were respected by all the
people. More and more people were being
saved every day, and the Lord was adding
them to their group.
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LESSON 4—OBEY 60D'S WORD

Word Seed: But don't just listen to God's word. You must do what it says.
Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves—James 1:22 (NLT).

Word Truth: You are to hear and obey God's Word.

WORD STORY

Bible Text: Matthew 5:1-2; 7:24-27.

This is Lesson 4 on Obey God's Word in the
Living For God curriculum. The Word Truth

is that you are to hear and obey God's
Word.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about how Jesus used
the story of the wise and foolish men to
teach on hearing and obeying God's Word.

When Jesus saw the crowds of people, He
went up on a hill and sat down. His followers
came and sat next to Him. Then Jesus began
teaching the people about living for God. At
the end of His teaching, Jesus concluded:

"Whoever hears these teachings of mine
and obeys them is like a wise man who built
his house on rock. It rained hard, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat against
that house. But it did not fall because it was
built on rock.

"Whoever hears these teachings of mine
and does not obey them is like a foolish man
who built his house on sand. It rained hard,
the floods came, and the winds blew and
beat against that house. And it fell with a
loud crash.”
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LESSON 5—PRAY TO GOD

Word Seed: Don't worry about anything: instead, pray about everything.
Tell God what you need, and thank Him for all He has done—Philippians 4:6 (NLT).

Word Truth: You must pray to God always.

WORD STORY

Bible Text:: Mark 14:32-42.

This is Lesson 5 on Pray To God in the Living
For God curriculum. The Word Truth is that
you must pray to God always.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about how Jesus went
with His followers to pray to God to be able
to do what God wanted.

Close to the time when Jesus knew that He
was to die on the cross, He and His
followers went to a place named
Gethsemane. He said to them, "Sit here
while I pray.” But He told Peter, James, and
John to come with Him. He began to feel
pain, and He said to them, "My heart is so
heavy with sadness, I feel as if I am dying.
Wait here and stay awake.”

Jesus went on a little farther away from
them, fell fo the ground, and prayed. He
asked that, if possible, He would not have to
endure the suffering of dying on the

cross. He said, "Father! You can do all
things. Don't make Me go through the
coming suffering. But do what You want, not
what I want."

Then He went back to His followers and
found them sleeping. He said to Peter, also
known as Simon, "Simon, why are you
sleeping? Could you not stay awake with Me
for one hour? Stay awake and pray for
strength against temptation. Your spirit
wants to do what is right, but your body is
weak."

Again, Jesus went away and prayed the
same thing. Then He went back to His
followers and again found them sleeping.
After Jesus prayed a third time, He went
back to His followers. He said to them, "Are
you still sleeping and resting? That's enoughl!
The time has come for the Me to be handed
over to the control the men who would
crucify Me. Stand up! We must go. Here
comes the man who is handing Me over to
them."
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LESSON 6—ALONE TIME

Word Seed: Come near to 6od and He will come near to you—James 4:8a (NIV).

Word Truth: You need to spend alone time with God every day.

WORD STORY

Bible Text: Mark 1:29-39.

This is Lesson 6 on Alone Time in the Living
For God curriculum. The Word Truth is that
you need to spend alone time with God every
day.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about how Jesus went
to a quiet place by Himself to spend time
with God.

Jesus and His followers left the synagogue.
They all went o the home of Simon and
Andrew. Simon's mother-in-law was very
sick. She was in bed and had a fever. The
people there told Jesus about her. So He
went to her bed. Jesus held her hand and
helped her stand up. The fever left her, and
she was healed. Then she began serving
them.

That night, after the sun went down, the
people brought to Jesus many who were
sick. They also brought those who had

demons inside them. Everyone in the town
gathered at the door of that house. Jesus
healed many of those who had different
kinds of sicknesses. He also forced many
demons out of people.

The next morning Jesus woke up very early.
He left the house while it was still dark and
went to a place where He could be alone and
pray. Later, Simon and his friends went to
look for Jesus. They found Him and said,

Ill

"Everyone is looking for You

Jesus answered, "We should go to another
place. We can go to other towns around
here, and I can tell God's message to those
people too. That is why I came.” So Jesus
traveled everywhere in Galilee. He spoke in
the synagogues, and He forced demons out
of people.
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LESSON 7—PLEASE GOD

Word Seed: Offer your lives as a living sacrifice to Him—an offering that is only for

6od and pleasing to Him—Romans 12:1 (ERV).

Word Truth: You must do things to please God.

WORD STORY

Bible Text: Acts 8:9-24.

This is Lesson 7 on Please God in the Living
For God curriculum. The Word Truth is that
You must do things to please God.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about how Simon
wanted to have power to do God's work for
selfish reasons.

Now there was a man named Simon who lived
in Samaria. Before Philip came there, Simon
had been doing magic and amazing all the
people. But Philip told the people the Good
News about Jesus Christ. Men and women
including Simon believed in Jesus to be
saved from their sins to live for God. Simon
stayed close to Philip. When he saw the
miraculous signs and powerful things Philip
did, he was amazed.

When Peter and John arrived in Samaria,
they prayed for the believers to receive the
Holy Spirit. As the two apostles laid their

hands on the people, they received the Holy
Spirit. Simon saw that the Spirit was given
to people when the apostles laid their hands
on them. So he offered the apostles

money. He said, "Give me this power so that
when I lay my hands on someone, they will
receive the Holy Spirit."

Instead of doing magic like before, Simon
wanted to be able to lay his hands on people
for them to receive the Holy Spirit so that
people would be amazed by his new power.

Peter said to Simon, "You and your money
should both be destroyed because you
thought you could buy God's gift with
money. You cannot share with us in this
work. Your heart is not right before
God. Change your heart! Turn away from
these evil thoughts and pray to God."

Simon answered, "Both of you pray to God
for me."
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LESSON 8—TELL GOD: SORRY

Word Seed: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness —1John 1:9 (ESV).

Word Truth: You must tell God that you are sorry anytime you sin.

WORD STORY

Bible Text: Luke 15:11-24.

This is Lesson 8 on Tell God: Sorry in the
Living For God curriculum. The Word Truth
is that you must tell God that you are sorry
anytime you sin.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about how a son came
back home to apologise to his father for his
foolish behaviour.

Jesus said, "There was a man who had two
sons. The younger son said to his father,
'Give me now the part of your property that
T am supposed to receive when you die." So
the father divided his wealth between his
two sons.

"A few days later the younger son gathered
up all that he had and left. He traveled far
away to another country, and there he
wasted his money living like a fool. After he
spent everything he had, there was a
terrible famine throughout the country. He
was hungry and needed money. So he went
and got a job with one of the people who
lived there. The man sent him into the fields
to feed pigs. He was so hungry that he
wanted to eat the food the pigs were eating.
But no one gave him anything.

"The son realized that he had been very
foolish. He thought, ‘All my father's
servants have plenty of food. But here I am,
almost dead because I have nothing to

eat. I will leave and go to my father. I will
say to him: Father, I have sinned against
God and have done wrong to you. I am no
longer worthy to be called your son. But let
me be like one of your servants.’ So he left
and went to his father.

"While the son was still a long way off, his
father saw him coming and felt sorry for
him. So he ran to him and hugged and kissed
him. The son said, 'Father, I have sinned
against God and have done wrong to you. I
am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

"But the father forgave him and said to his
servants, ‘Hurry! Bring the best clothes and
put them on him. Also, put a ring on his
finger and good sandals on his feet. And
bring our best calf and kill it so that we can
celebrate with plenty to eat. My son was
dead, but now he is alive again! He was lost,
but now he is found!' So they began to have
a party.”
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LESSON 9—FORGIVE OTHERS

Word Seed: But if you don't forgive other people, then your Father in heaven will not

forgive your sins—Mark 11:26 (NCV).

Word Truth: You must forgive others when they wrong you.

WORD STORY

Bible Text: Matthew 18:21-35.

This is Lesson 9 on Forgive Others in the
Living For God curriculum. The Word Truth
is that you must forgive others when they
wrong you.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about the story of a
servant who after his own large debt was
forgiven by the king refused fo forgive his
fellow servant his small debf.

Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, when
someone won't stop doing wrong to me, how
many times must I forgive them? Seven
times?" Jesus answered, "I tell you, you
must forgive them more than seven times.
You must continue to forgive them even if
they do wrong to you over and over again for
there should be no limit to forgiveness.

So Jesus told a story to explain this: "There
was a king who decided to collect the money
his servants owed him. One servant owed
him several thousand pounds of silver. He
was not able to pay the money to the king.
So the king ordered that he and everything
he owned be sold, even his wife and children.
The money would be used to pay the king
what the servant owed.

"But the servant fell on his knees and
begged, 'Be patient with me. I will pay you
everything I owe.’ The king felt sorry for
him and he told the servant not o pay the
money. He let him go free.

"Later, that same servant found another
servant who owed him a hundred silver
coins. He grabbed him around the neck and
said, 'Pay me the money you owe mel!' The
other servant fell on his knees and begged
him, 'Be patient with me. I will pay you
everything I owe.

"But the first servant refused to be patient
and had that servant put in jail until he
could pay everything he owed. When the
king learnt what happen, he said o the
servant, 'You evil servant. You begged me to
forgive your debt, and I said you did not
have to pay anything! So you should have
forgiven the other servant his debt and let
him go free the same way I did for you.' The
king was very angry, so he put the servant in
jail until he could pay everything he owed."

Then Jesus concluded the story by saying:
"This king did the same as God, My heavenly
Father, will do to you. You must forgive your
brother or sister with all your heart, or God
will not forgive you."
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LEsSON 10—TELL EVERYONE

Word Seed: Go everywhere in the world, and tell the Good News to everyone

—Mark 16:15 (NCV).

Word Truth: You are to tell everyone about Jesus.

WORD STORY

Bible Text: Acts 26:9-20.

This is Lesson 10 on Tell Everyone in the
Living For God curriculum. The Word Truth

is that you are to tell everyone about Jesus.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about how Paul told
king Agrippa about how he met Jesus and
about his life before and after the meeting.

Paul was a prisoner, and he was brought
before king Agrippa to defend himself. Paul
told his story:

"I used to think that I should do everything
I could against Jesus. The leading priests
gave me the authority to put many of the
believers in jail. I visited all the synagogues
to punish them. My anger against these
people was so strong that I went to other
cities to find them and punish them.”

Then Paul told about meeting Jesus:

"On one of such trips to the city of
Damascus, at noon, I saw a light from
heaven, brighter than the sun. It shined all

around me and those fraveling with me. We
all fell to the ground. Then I heard a voice
talking o me in Aramaic. The voice said,
‘Saul, Saul, why are you fighting against Me?
You are only hurting yourself by fighting
Me.

(Paul used to be known as Saul.)
T said, 'Who are You, Lord?'

"The Lord said, 'T am Jesus. I am the One
you are fighting against. Stand up! I have
chosen you to be My servant. You will tell
people about Me—what you have seen today
and what I will show you. This is why I have
come to you.”

Paul continued speaking:

"King Agrippa, after I had this vision from
heaven, I obeyed it. I began telling people in
Damascus, Jerusalem and every part of
Judea to believe in Jesus to be saved from
their sins and live for God."
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LESSON 11—FRIENDS

Word Seed: And so encourage one another and help one another,
Just as you are now doing—1Thessalonians 5:11(GNT).

Word Truth: You should have friends who believe in Jesus like you do.

WORD STORY

Bible Text: Acts 9:19b-30.

This is Lesson 11 on Friends in the Living For
God curriculum. The Word Truth is that you
should have friends who believe in Jesus
like you do.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about how fellow
believers helped Saul escape from the Jews
trying to kill him and how Barnabas accepted
him.

Saul stayed with the other believers in
Damascus for a few days. Soon he began to
go to the synagogues and tell people about
Jesus. He told the people, "Jesus is the Son
of God!" All the people who heard Saul were
amazed. They said, "This is the same man
who was in Jerusalem trying to destroy the
people who believe in Jesus! And that's why
he has come here—to arrest the believers
and take them back o Jerusalem.”

But Saul became more and more powerful in
proving that Jesus is the Savior. His proofs
were so strong that the Jews who lived in
Damascus could not argue with him.

After many days, some Jews made plans to
kill Saul. They were watching the city gates
day and night. They wanted to kill Saul, but

he learned about their plan. One night some
believers that Saul had taught helped him
leave the city. They put him in a basket and
lowered it down through a hole in the city
wall.

Then Saul went to Jerusalem. He tried to
join the believers, but they were all afraid
of him. They did not believe that he was
really a believer. But Barnabas accepted
Saul and took him to the apostles. He told
them how Saul had seen the Lord on the
road and how the Lord had spoken to Saul.
Then he told them how boldly Saul had
spoken for the Lord in Damascus.

And so Saul stayed with the believers and
went all around Jerusalem speaking boldly
for Jesus. He often had arguments with the
Greek-speaking Jews, who began making
plans to kill him. When the believers learned
about this, they took Saul o Caesarea, and
from there they sent him to the city of
Tarsus.
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LESSON 12—BEING AT CHURCH

Word Seed: You should not stay away from the church meetings,
as some are doing, but you should meet together and encourage each other

—Hebrews 10:25 (NCV).

Word Truth: You should keep going to and helping out at church.

WORD STORY

Bible Text: Acts 6:1-7.

This is Lesson 12 on Being At Church in the
Living For God curriculum. The Word Truth
is that you should keep going to and helping
out at church.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about how the
apostles chose seven men to help them in
running the church.

More and more people were becoming
believers. But during this same time, the
Greek-speaking believers began to complain
against the other Jewish believers. They
said that their widows were not getting
their share of what the believers received
every day. The twelve apostles called the
whole group of believers together.

The apostles said to them, "It would not be
right for us to give up our work of teaching
God's Word in order to be in charge of
getting food to people. So, brothers and
sisters, choose seven of your men who have

a good reputation. They must be full of
wisdom and the Spirit. We will give them
this work to do. Then we can use all our time
to pray and to teach the Word of God."

The whole group liked the idea. So they
chose these seven men: Stephen (a man with
great faith and full of the Holy Spirit),
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas,
and Nicolaus (a man from Antioch who had
become a Jew). Then they put these men
before the apostles, who prayed and laid
their hands on them to ask God to give them
power to serve the believers.

The Word of God was reaching more and
more people. The group of believers in
Jerusalem became larger and larger. Even a
big group of Jewish priests believed and
obeyed.
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LESSON 13—DOING FOR OTHERS

Word Seed: Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord,

not for [people]—Colossians 3:23 (NIV).

Word Truth: You should do things for others with all your heart.

WORD STORY

Bible Text: Luke 10:25-37.

This is Lesson 13 on Doing For Others in the
Living For God curriculum. The Word Truth

is that you should do things for others with

all your heart.

In this first part of the lesson, you will
learn the Word Story about how Jesus told
the story of what the Samaritan man did
for the hurt man to teach on living for God.

Then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. He
said, "Teacher, what must I do to live for
God?" Jesus said to him, "What is written in
God's Word? What do you understand from
it?" The man answered, "Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, all your soul, all your
strength, and all your mind." Also, ‘Love your
neighbor the same as you love yourself.”
Jesus said, "Your answer is right. Do this

and you will live for God."

But the lawyer wanted to show that the way
he was living was right. So he said to Jesus,
"But who is my neighbor?" To answer this
question, Jesus told a story. Jesus said, "A
Jewish man was going down the road from
Jerusalem to Jericho. Some robbers

surrounded him, tore off his clothes, and
beat him. Then they left him lying there on
the ground almost dead.

"It happened that a Jewish priest was going
down that road. When he saw the man, he
did not stop to help him. He walked

away. Next, a Levite, a Jewish priest's
assistant, came near. He saw the hurt man,
but he went around him. He would not stop
to help him either. He just walked away.
Both the priest and the Levite thought they
were living for God by not helping the hurt
man because it would make them unclean.

"Then a Samaritan man traveled down that
road. He came to the place where the hurt
man was lying. He saw the man and felt very
sorry for him. The Samaritan went o him
and poured olive oil and wine—these were
used like medicine—to soften and clean his
wounds. Then he covered the man's wounds
with cloth. The Samaritan had a donkey. He
put the hurt man on his donkey, and he took
him to an inn. There he cared for him.
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LESSON 13—DOING FOR OTHERS

Word Seed: Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord,
not for [people]—Colossians 3:23 (NIV).

Word Truth: You should do things for others with all your heart.

WORD STORY
Bible Text: Luke 10:25-37.
The next day, the Samaritan took out two Then Jesus asked, "Which one of these
silver coins and gave them to the man who three men do you think was really a neighbor
worked at the inn. He said, 'Take care of to the man who was hurt by the robbers?”
this hurt man. If you spend more money on The lawyer answered, "The one who helped
him, I will pay it back to you when I come him." Jesus said, "Then you go and do the
again." same.”
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